Elisha Potter

The Octagon

57 South Main Street, Alfred, New York
The Octagon is located on Lot 49.2 (shown below). The property

spans the Kanakadea Creek.
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Below L: View of semi-circular staircase to Second Floor Below: The Addition (built ¢ 1899)

Below R: View of stair to Cupola (note octagonal railing) Beams and panelling are made from wood cut on family lands.




Coffered Beam and Panel
Ceilings are found in Pantry,
Dining Room and Kitchen
The beam and panel ceiling in
the Pantry is mahogany; in the
Dining Room glazed and strie;

and in the Kitchen oak and ash.

Design of Bathroom Furniture
The bathrooms are built of
mahogany, bronze, and copper,
according to designs taken from
an 1850 catalog from a Brooklyn,
New York supply company.

Wall and Trim Finishes

The original glazed wall finish
found on the second floor has
been reproduced, as has the
original grey strié glaze over tan
undercoat on the trim. Interior
doors were faux tiger maple.

Built-in Furniture

Bookcases, shelving, window
seats, and Butler's pantries are
built of mahogany or glaze and
strié in The Octagon and oak
and ash in the Addition, with
period mouldings and hardware.

Pantry

Bathroom

The coffered mahogany Pantry ceiling is
seen above, with a period pendant fixture
in aged brass.

North Bedroom

Greek Revival trim shows here on the right door casing, and also appears on the double
windows behind the camera; also shown are the Shaker trim and picture moulding above
the sconces, the tall baseboard, and the wide plank floor. The glazed wall finish is original,
and the aged copper chandelier and sconces are period.

The period mahogany surround with
copper panels is seen above, with the sink
centered, shower to the left, and toilet to
the right, both enclosed by portieres. The
hardware is Venetian Bronze; the wall and
ceiling fixtures are flashed copper; and the
push-button light plates are aged brass.

North Parlor

Distinctive, unusual carved trim is seen in
the eared architraves above the door (left)
and built-in shelving (right): The grey strie
glaze matches the original. Also seen are

the restored double-glazed finish on the tri-

partite walls, and the picture moulding and
chair rail.
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The period mahogany bookcase is seen
above against a glazed wall; a wall fixture,
one of a pair, is seen to the immediate left.
The bookcase mouldings and base are
made historic design.



